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Congressman Flake Takes Note Of Senator Daschle’s Scheme to Exempt His Home State from Lawsuits

Flake Will Work to Get Similar Provision to Exempt Arizona and All Western States With High Fire Risk

Washington, D.C. - Arizona Congressman Jeff Flake, who represents the state’s First District and is a member of the House Resources Committee, today noted Senate Democrat Majority Leader Tom Daschle's move to insert language into the emergency supplemental spending bill that will exempt his home state of South Dakota from environmentalist lawsuits blocking forest thinning projects.  Flake called on his colleagues to exempt all high fire-risk states from obstructionist lawsuits as well.


“I guess being Majority Leader has its privileges,” said Flake.  “After this year’s devastating wildfire season, it’s become clear even to Daschle that these forest thinning projects are vital.  When lawsuit after lawsuit is filed to block these projects, environmentalists are putting the forest at risk to fires that will cause centuries of destruction.  But to have this exemption only apply to his own state is not right.”


“This move by Daschle proves that these lawsuits are dangerous.” 

“Arizona and other western states that have been ravaged by wildfires this summer ought to be exempt from these lawsuits too.”


Since the House already passed both the Supplemental and Interior Appropriations bills, Congressman Flake is working on alternative avenues to extend exemptions from lawsuits to all high fire-risk states.
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