July 14, 2003

The Honorable J. Dennis Hastert

Speaker of the House

H-232 U.S. Capitol

Washington, DC  20515

Speaker Hastert,

As strong supporters of school choice for children in the District of Columbia and across the country, it has been with great concern that we have read recent media reports regarding threats to this legislation moving this year in the House of Representatives.  We firmly believe the best opportunity for Congress to fulfill the dreams of thousands of D.C. children to attend a safe, quality school is through the D.C. appropriations bill for fiscal year 2004.

You may recall that the D.C. appropriations bill has in the past been the common vehicle for moving D.C. choice proposals.  The House-passed FY96 D.C. appropriations bill included the Gunderson amendment, which passed 241-177, authorizing and appropriating funds for a D.C. scholarship program.  In the FY98 D.C. appropriations, D.C. scholarship language was included in the base bill that passed the House 203-202.  During consideration of the FY99 D.C. appropriations bill, the House passed the Armey amendment by a vote of 214-208, again authorizing and appropriating funds for a D.C. scholarship program.

Given this past history and given the fact the Committee on Government Reform has reported legislation authorizing a D.C. scholarship program, we believe it is entirely appropriate that once again we include authorizing and appropriating language for a D.C. scholarship program in the D.C. appropriations bill.  We look forward to working with you to ensure that such language is included in the FY04 D.C. appropriations bill before it is considered on the House floor.







Sincerely,

Congressmen:

Jeff Flake, Joel Hefley, Joe Barton, Todd Tiahrt, Pete Hoekstra, Mike Pence, Marilyn Musgrave, Wally Herger, Pat Tiberi, Joe Pitts, Tom Feeney, Walter Jones, Jim DeMint, Pat Toomey, Michael Burgess, Mark Green, Scott Garrett, John Kline, Ron Lewis, Gresham Barrett, John Sullivan, Trent Franks, Sam Johnson, Todd Akin, John Shadegg, 

Chris Chocola, David Vitter, Jeff Miller, Paul Ryan, J.D. Hayworth, Philip Crane, Melissa Hart, Roscoe Bartlett, Greg Walden, Joe Wilson, Mark Souder, Dan Burton, John Carter, and Bob Beauprez

