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Congressman Flake Renews Call for National, Unified Policy on Driver’s License/Visa Expiration Dates

Flake Bill Would Tie Expiration Date of Driver’s License to Visa Expiration Date

Mesa, Arizona - Arizona Congressman Jeff Flake, a member of the Immigration and Border Security Subcommittee of the House Judiciary Committee, today renewed his call for a national policy tying the expiration date of driver’s licenses for foreign nationals to the expiration date of their visas.


At a Judiciary Committee hearing last week on homeland security, Homeland Security Advisor Tom Ridge said his office is working with states to close this loophole.  Some states, such as Arizona, already require that driver’s licenses expire no later than a visa.  However, in most states a driver’s license can expire years after a foreign national’s visa expires.


Governor Ridge also stated that a driver’s license is the “most immediate and quickest” way that Americans have to identify themselves.  A valid driver’s license allows foreign nationals who have overstayed their visas to blend in easily.  With a valid driver’s license, individuals can rent a car, open a bank account, and perform countless other tasks that make living in the U.S. illegally and undetected very simple.


"Tom Ridge gets it.  Driver's licenses are easy to obtain and nobody wants to stop legal immigrants from obtaining driver’s licenses,” said Flake.  “However, it is very easy for a temporary visitor to the U.S. to use a driver's license to remain in the U.S. undetected even when that person's visa has expired."

“Because foreign nationals who obtain a license in one state can easily travel to another state, this is an area where the federal government has a responsibility to get involved.  We need a national, unified policy on this sooner, rather than later.”


Congressman Flake’s bill, the Visa and License Integrity Act (H.R. 4043), passed the House Immigration and Border Security Subcommittee on May 2, 2002.  It is awaiting action by the full Judiciary Committee.  It currently has 19 cosponsors.
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