United Nations Oil-for-Food Accountability Act

(Contact Lance Walker in Rep. Flake’s office – 5-2635)

Summary

· The bill would require the withholding of a portion of United States assessed contributions to the United Nations until the President certifies that the United Nations is cooperating in the investigation of the United Nations Oil-for-Food Program. 

· Until the President certifies to Congress that the UN is meeting criteria spelled out in the bill, the U.S. would withhold ten percent assessed contributions in 2005 and twenty percent of assessed contributions in 2006. 

· The bill would withhold the assessed funding because it goes to the general budget of the UN—as opposed to voluntary funding that goes to programs like UNICEF and peace-keeping operations.

· The Presidential certification criteria contained in the bill are the following:

1. The UN has procedures in place to provide GAO access to all documents related to the Oil-for-Food program so that the Comptroller General may make nationally mandated reviews of UN operations;

2. The UN Secretary General has formally confirmed that the UN will not assert inviolability of UN papers and internal records related to the program;

3. The Secretary General has authorized the release of UN documents, including those in the possession of contractors, to law enforcement officials of any member state;

4. The UN has waived diplomatic immunity of UN officials from the judicial process in the U.S. for civil or criminal acts under federal or state law;

5. Any UN official who benefited from program has reimbursed the full amount that was received improperly.

· The UN Oil-for-Food Accountability Act had 81 cosponsors in the 108th Congress.

· Senator Ensign of Nevada will introduce companion legislation in the Senate (S. 2389 in 108th).

Background
· The General Accounting Office estimates that the former Iraqi regime received $10.1 billion in illegal revenues from the oil-for-food program. 

· The Senate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations estimates over $20 billion in illegal revenues.

· As many as 270 UN and foreign officials, business people, and political entities may have benefited from the scheme.

· Members who have traveled to Iraq have seen the palaces that Saddam built with the money he received from the program while his people went without food, basic medicine and other necessities.

· Key beneficiaries under the scam are from countries with permanent seats on the UN Security Council.

