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UN Report Shows More Proof of Corruption in Oil for Food Program

Action is Needed to Reform UN

Washington, D.C. - Arizona Congressman Jeff Flake, vice-chairman of the House International Relations Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations, today said that congressional action is needed in order for the United Nations (UN) to regain credibility.


“There’s really nothing revealing about this latest report - everybody knows that the Oil for Food program was rife with graft and corruption,” said Flake.  “What’s missing is institutional reform on the part of the UN to ensure that something like this never happens again.”


“A thorough investigation of the Oil for Food program is needed to hold everyone accountable, but the UN does not need to wait to begin implementing reforms.”

“Unfortunately, regaining credibility is not enough of a motivation for the UN to reform itself.  I’m convinced that the only way the UN will take action is if the U.S. conditions a portion of our funding to the UN on reform.”


The House of Representatives has passed the UN Reform Act of 2005, introduced by International Relations Chairman Henry Hyde.  It conditions a portion of U.S. funding to the UN on a number of reforms.  Congressman Flake introduced similar legislation last Congress and worked with Chairman Hyde to craft the UN Reform Act.
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