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Rock and Roll Hall of Fame Hires Lobbyist to Help Win Earmark

Congressman Flake Says Move Exemplifies Broken Appropriations System

Washington, D.C. - Arizona Congressman Jeff Flake, who represents the state’s Sixth District, today pointed to the hiring of a lobbyist by the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame to help them secure an earmark as more evidence that the Congressional appropriations process is broken.


CongressDaily reported last week that the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in Cleveland, Ohio has hired a lobbyist to help them secure an earmark for a music program.  The hall of fame has received earmarks in previous years for the program.


“Bob Dylan has sung that 'times they are a-changing.'  With regard to Congressional pork, we can only hope he's right,” said Flake.


“The explosion in earmarks over the last ten years is a dangerous trend.  Aside from being wasteful, earmarks are squeezing out funding for more legitimate programs.  Defense analysts acknowledged earlier this year that earmarks in the defense spending bill had shrunk the pot of available funding for things like body armor for troops in Iraq and Afghanistan.”


Congressman Flake has long advocated a moratorium on earmarks, which are the spending items slipped into appropriations bills without appropriate congressional oversight.
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