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Office of Congressman Jeff Flake

News Release

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  Thursday, September 30, 2004

CONTACT :  Matthew Specht (202) 225-2635
Conservatives Urge Speaker Hastert to Exclude Drought Relief from Homeland Security Spending Bill

Homeland Security Bill Inappropriate Vehicle for Relief

Washington, D.C. - Arizona Congressman Jeff Flake, who represents the state’s Sixth District, sent a letter to House Speaker Dennis Hastert, signed by sixteen other conservatives, urging the Speaker to exclude drought relief funding from the Homeland Security Appropriations bill.


The House version the Homeland Security spending bill did not include drought relief funding, but the Senate included a $3.1 billion drought relief package in its version of the bill.

The conservatives argue that tacking unrelated spending onto the Homeland Security bill is unwise and irresponsible.  They also believe that such a costly measure ought to go through the appropriate authorization process.

“I certainly sympathize with states suffering through droughts.  My home state of Arizona is currently in the midst of a record-breaking drought,” said Flake.  “However, our responsibility to fight terrorism is too important to try to slip in some unrelated spending.”

The text of the letter to Speaker Hastert is attached.

###

September 29, 2004

The Honorable Dennis Hastert

Speaker,

House of Representatives

H-232, the Capitol

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Speaker Hastert:

We are writing you to express our opposition to any drought relief funding package being included in the FY 2005 Homeland Security Appropriations bill.  

As you are aware, the Senate has included a $3.1 billion drought relief package in this year’s Homeland Security Appropriations bill.  We believe the Homeland Security bill should be kept clean of spending unrelated to anti-terrorism programs.  We share the concern for states that are experiencing water shortages and believe something must be done for areas most impacted by drought.  However, we believe such policy decisions should be made in the proper committee.  

At a time when the country is under the threat of terrorism and running deficits, Congress needs to be fiscally responsible and control spending.  We therefore request that as the conference begins on the FY 2005 Homeland Security Appropriations bill, you work with the Appropriations Committee to ensure that the drought package be dropped or offset with spending reductions elsewhere.  

We urge that you work to produce a clean bill that matches the needs of the President and Secretary of Homeland Security Tom Ridge.  The men and women who work to secure our country on a daily basis deserve no less.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.  

Sincerely,

Hon. Jeff Flake

Hon. John Shadegg

Hon. Nick Smith

Hon. Ernest Istook

Hon. Mike Pence

Hon. Charlie Norwood

Hon. Sam Johnson

Hon. John Hostettler

Hon. Paul Ryan

Hon. Pat Toomey

Hon. Sue Myrick

Hon. Tom Feeney

Hon. Chris Chocola

Hon. Walter Jones

Hon. Jeb Hensarling

Hon. Kevin Brady

Hon. Todd Akin

