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Congressman Flake Renews Call for Delay of Medicare Drug Benefit - Savings Could Be Used for Hurricane Recovery  

Flake Bill Would Postpone Implementation of New Prescription Drug Entitlement for One Year

Washington, D.C. - Arizona Congressman Jeff Flake, who represents the state's Sixth District, reissued his call for Congress and President Bush to postpone implementation of the Medicare prescription drug entitlement for one year.


Postponing the drug entitlement by a year would allow Congress to use the $40 billion slated for the Medicare drug benefit on Hurricane Katrina recovery costs.


“I never believed that it was responsible to create this new entitlement, but it's even more irresponsible now given that Hurricane Katrina has created new spending priorities for the federal government,” said Flake.

“We need to recognize that there is a new fiscal reality.  If we're going to responsibly fund the hurricane recovery, we cannot afford to start new spending programs, particularly one of this magnitude.”


Congressman Flake introduced H.R. 1382 in March.  The bill would postpone implementation of the prescription drug benefit for one year.
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