January 21, 2005

 

 

Dear Colleague:

 

I am writing to commend recent remarks made by Vice President Richard B. Cheney.  

 

In a speech given on January 13, Mr. Cheney honestly described the current state of the Social Security system.  He made the point that, since it was created by President Roosevelt 70 years ago, Social Security has worked.  For currently retired seniors, the system still works.  But if the system is not reformed, Social Security will be unsustainable for future retirees.  

 

Both President Bush and Vice President Cheney have laid out a bold vision for reforming Social Security.  By doing so, they have rejected conventional wisdom, which holds that changing - or even talking about changing - Social Security is political suicide.  I, too, reject that notion, and agree with the President and Vice President.

 

Mr. Cheney also rightly stated that any plan must not cut any benefits for retirees who are already receiving Social Security and those who are near retirement.  Although some interest groups will attempt to twist the facts and scare current Social Security recipients - a large voting bloc - into believing that their benefits are being threatened, there are no plans put forth by either side of the aisle that would cut benefits for current retirees.  

 

In his remarks, Mr. Cheney asserted that he and President Bush are pushing for the addition of personal accounts into the Social Security system for younger workers.  Although several plans have been floated, I encourage the President, Vice President, and Members of Congress to push for the larger end of what workers will be allowed to put into their individual accounts. 

 

The President and Vice President have called for an honest, straightforward, and realistic discussion about reforming Social Security.  I will push for that honest debate in Congress as the House and Senate work out the details to best reform the system.

 

 







Sincerely,








 







JEFF FLAKE







Member of Congress

