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Congressman Flake Commends White House for Not Backing Down on Transportation Bill

Congress Wants to Pass a Pork-Laden, Budget-Busting Transportation Bill, But White House Is Standing Firm

Washington, D.C. - Arizona Congressman Jeff Flake, who represents the state’s Sixth District, today commended the Bush Administration for standing firm and continuing to threaten to veto any transportation bill that dips into the general fund or requires a tax increase.


 Both the House of Representatives and the Senate have passed versions of the transportation bill that exceed the Bush Administration’s limit.  Both versions set aside billions of dollars for earmarked local pet projects for Members of Congress.


“I think Congress is starting to get the message that the White House is serious about holding the line on spending on this bill,” said Flake.

“Frankly, I’d like to see this bill delayed until after the elections when members of Congress won’t feel as pressured to load it up with billions of dollars of pork projects.  With fewer earmarks in the bill, donor states, like Arizona, that haven’t been getting their fair share of transportation funding, would do much better.”


“It wasn’t long ago that a transportation bill like this would have embarrassed Republicans.  Now we’re loudly whining and complaining when the president puts his foot down on runaway federal spending.  It’s quite troubling.”   
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