January 25, 2005

 

 

AARP Positions Itself as Irrelevant

In Social Security Debate

 

Dear Colleague:

 

Yesterday, the AARP announced that it will oppose any Social Security reform legislation that would shift money from the soon-to-be-insolvent Social Security system to personal retirement accounts.

 

USA Today reported today that the AARP has already spent $5 million recently on advertisements that oppose the creation of personal retirement accounts.

 

By rejecting personal accounts, the AARP is trying to use the same old solutions to the same old problems.  Instead of working to ensure that current retirees (the AARP's core constituency) won't lose benefits - and they won't, regardless of which proposal is implemented - the AARP is hedging its bets that Social Security reform will die, and is upping the odds by launching an advertisement campaign meant to diminish public support for optional personal accounts for younger workers (the AARP's future constituency).

 

By launching a pre-emptive strike against the President's support for personal accounts, the AARP has relegated itself to irrelevancy in the upcoming debate in Congress.  

 

In a recent letter to its members, the AARP expressed its position that personal retirement accounts would "put benefits for future generations at risk."  

 

Benefits for future generations are already at risk.  Empty promises and an inability to pay future benefits will the biggest risk of all.  

 

 







Sincerely,








 







JEFF FLAKE







Member of Congress

