Restore Public Confidence in the Election Process with 'Verifying the Outcome of Tomorrow's Elections' (VOTE) Act
 
Dear Colleague:

 
Please join us in sponsoring the Verifying the Outcome of Tomorrow's Elections (VOTE) Act of 2005.  Democracy requires the citizens of a Republic to acknowledge individually and collectively that the election process is legitimate.  Wall Street Journal columnist John Fund in his consequential book "Stealing Elections," lays out voter fraud scandals across our country and why large percentages of both major parties and independents believe the process itself has been corrupted.  
 
Voter fraud continues to plague our nation’s federal elections, diluting and canceling out Americans’ lawful votes.  Congress needs to address the problem of voter fraud and protect the integrity of our federal election system.  Yesterday, the bipartisan Carter - Baker Commission endorsed many of the reforms necessary to fix the electoral system and restore public confidence.  
 
The VOTE Act amends Help America Vote Act (HAVA) to ensure the eligibility of each individual voter by requiring government-approved photo identification as a condition of voting in federal elections.  Without genuine, photographic identification, the avenues for manipulation and fraud by unscrupulous individuals will remain open to exploitation.  Government at all levels should ensure fair access to government-issued photo identification—not only for voting purposes, but so citizens can better participate in and contribute to mainstream economic and civic life.

 
The VOTE Act provides measures to ensure the integrity of vote tabulation.  It requires the testing of equipment and a criminal history background check for election officials.  It also permits each political party with a candidate on the ballot to observe the tabulation and certification of votes cast on the system.  
 
The VOTE Act also prohibits payments made on a commission basis for distribution or collection of voter registration application forms.  This reduces the incentive for forgery or fraud on the part of those distributing or collecting voter registrations.  
 
Finally, the VOTE Act requires voting systems to print a paper record for each ballot that the voter can verify for accuracy before the ballot is cast.  This makes a recount possible in the event that a state determines one is needed.  To preserve ballot secrecy, the Act prohibits voters from copying or removing the record from a polling place.   Please contact Don Palmer with Rep. Feeney at 5-2706 or Nicole Gustafson with Rep. King at 5-4426 to become an original cosponsor.
                                                     Sincerely,
 
 
S/ TOM FEENEY





S/STEVE KING
Member of Congress





Member of Congress

