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Feeney's Principles Catch on in Washington

(Washington, D.C.) – Today, U.S. Rep. Tom Feeney (R-FL), along with Representative Sue Myrick (R-NC) and other conservatives, unveiled the new Republican Study Committee (RSC) "Conservative Check Card."  The cards are based on the "Principles Cards" that Feeney used while he was Speaker of the Florida House of Representatives and allow members to check if legislation adheres to conservative principles.  

Feeney said, "In Tallahassee the cards were such a successful tool for legislators and staff that I decided to shares the idea with my colleagues and other conservatives in Washington."  

The wallet-sized cards have six conservative principles printed on them and serve as a constant reminder of the conservative beliefs held by Feeney and other RSC members.  The cards are a great tool in communicating the conservative message to constituents, colleagues, lobbyists, and other interested parties.

Feeney also added "Our nation was not founded by an accident of geography, but based on enduring principles that all who have become Americans can be proud of.  I believe in these principles and have used them to guide me throughout my career.  These cards are a unique instrument in promoting legislation consistent with these principles."

“Rep. Feeney has done a great job in creating these conservative check cards.  If Members vote based on the card’s principles, we can make America a stronger and more prosperous nation,” said RSC Chairman Representative Sue Myrick.

President of the Americans for Tax Reform Grover Norquist, who attended the press conference, said “George Orwell once told us that the restatement of the obvious is the first duty of intelligent men. These cards will help conservatives help remember why it was that they came to Washington.”

The press conference was also attended by Representatives George Radanovich (R-CA), Jeb Hensarling (R-TX), Jeff Flake (R-AZ), and Joe Wilson (R-SC).  Additionally the following representatives from the following conservative organizations spoke in support of the cards: Grover Norquist (Americans for Tax Reform), Stuart Butler (Heritage Foundation), Tom Schatz (Citizens Against Government Waste), Richard Lessner (American Conservative Union), Tad DeHaven (National Taxpayer Union).
The cards are printed with the following 6 principles on them:

1. Less Government

Does the bill tend to reduce government regulations, size of government, eliminate entitlements, or unnecessary programs?

2. Lower Taxes

Does the bill promote individual responsibility in spending, or reduce taxes or fees?

3. Personal Responsibility

Does the bill encourage responsible behavior by individuals and families and encourage them to provide for their own health, safety, education, moral fortitude, or general welfare?

4. Individual Freedom

Does the bill increase opportunities for individuals or families to decide, without hindrance or coercion from government, how to conduct their own lives and make personal choices?

5. Stronger Families

Does the bill enhance the traditional American family and its power to rear children without excessive interference from the government?

6. Domestic Tranquility, National Defense

Does the bill enhance American security without unduly burdening civil liberty?
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