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Doolittle Introduces “Real”

Campaign Finance Reform 

WASHINGTON, D.C. –  U.S. Rep. John T. Doolittle (R-Rocklin) yesterday introduced “The Citizen Legislature and Political Freedom Act,” legislation that aims to truly open up the political process to all Americans.  The bill effectively abolishes all campaign contribution limits, while requiring full disclosure of all donations.  The bill dramatically departs from more publicized proposals such as the McCain-Feingold bill which aim to fix the system by over regulation and by violating the First Amendment.  Already, over 70 of Rep. Doolittle’s colleagues in the House have cosponsored the bill.

“Unlike the campaign finance ‘regulation’ proposal that just passed the Senate, this legislation takes aim at the core of the problem:  incumbency protection and overzealous campaign regulation,” said Doolittle.  “The current system discourages ordinary citizens from entering the public arena and makes it virtually impossible to realistically compete with advantaged incumbents unless you are a millionaire.”

To ensure accountability, the legislation provides for comprehensive disclosure of campaign contributions, requiring electronic filing of campaign reports every 24 hours during the three months preceding an election.  In addition to lifting all hard and soft money restrictions, the bill also contains a “paycheck protection” provision, which takes away the right of labor unions to freely spend workers’ hard-earned money by requiring prior, voluntary, written consent before any dues are spent for political purposes. 

“For the past two weeks, all we heard from the so-called ‘reformers’ was that the only way to fix our current system was by inserting the heavy hand of government into the process”, said Doolittle.  “We need to make the system of electing representatives more competitive by giving challengers a fair shot at incumbents.  Placing further restrictions on contributions and new spending limits will not bring us to that goal.  The only way to promote competition and to ensure that our political system is open to everyone is to allow challengers to raise the money they need in larger sums.  My bill is the only proposal that comes close to doing that.”
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