Help Unlock Wilderness Study Areas

Be a Co-Sponsor of the Wilderness Study Area Release Act 
Dear Colleague:

Wilderness Study Areas are intended to be short-lived designations which close off a specific portion of land to human activity and give the agencies an opportunity to determine whether to recommend to Congress the land be officially designated as a permanent Wilderness Area.
The problem is the agencies study, or don’t study for all we know, but never report to Congress.  This simply leaves land closed off to human use, including grazing and timber harvest, without congressional approval.  

My bill would automatically release Wilderness Study Area designations, which are more than 15 years old — 665 such designations, covering nearly 23 million acres exist in 18 states, the bulk of which are in the western U.S., according to the Congressional Research Service.  All other study area designations would end in five years, unless Congress declares them Wilderness Areas.  All areas not declared official wilderness would revert to multiple-use as defined by the 1960 Multiple-Use Sustained-Yield Act.

These agencies must not be allowed to deny the American people access to public lands, simply by ignoring Congress and my bill will put an end to that practice.

This bill is almost identical to legislation that Chairman Hansen introduced in the 106th Congress (H.R. 1500).  Join me in cosponsoring the Wilderness Study Area Release Act.  Please contact Danielle Costantini of my office at 5-2511 to cosponsor or for more information.

Sincerely,

JOHN T. DOOLITTLE

