May 8, 2001

Who Wants To Be A Career

Politician?
Dear Colleague:

The “reformers” are playing games with our political system.  Instead of crafting legislation that opens up the political system to ALL American citizens, the Senate has capitulated to the forces of entrenched self-interest, and has approved a system where incumbent politicians are the only competitive contestants.

As with any game, let’s answer some of the key questions about the McCain-Feingold bill:

Question 1:
Under McCain Feingold, Will Average Citizens Have the Ability to Participate in the Political Process?

Answer:
NO.  Blatantly ignoring clear Supreme Court precedent, the bill bans advertisements by citizen groups within 60 days of a general election (30 days before primaries).  These groups would be effectively prohibited from educating citizens on issues affecting their lives in Washington – all in the name of protecting incumbents who don’t handle criticism very well.

Question 2:
If McCain Feingold becomes law, will first-time candidates be able to get any aid to make their campaigns competitive against well-financed incumbents?

Answer:
NOT A CHANCE.  The reformers’ proposal significantly limits soft-money expenditures by both federal and state parties, crippling crucial get-out-the-vote and voter registration drives.  Without soft money, a challenger will find it even harder to get their hands on money needed to take on a career politician.  Under McCain-Feingold, there are no lifelines for the average candidate.

Question 3:
So, under McCain Feingold, citizens are silenced, political party influence is emasculated, and it will be harder than ever for first-time candidates to enter the political arena – then who are the winners?

THE FINAL ANSWER:   MCCAIN-FEINGOLD IS AN UNCONSITUTIONAL, INCUMBENCY-PROTECTION SCHEME.  The bill hastens an unprecedented expansion of federal government regulation, aimed at protecting incumbents from criticism and greasing a perennial path to perpetual re-election.  The bill cynically circumvents of the Constitutional rights of all Americans, thwarting their ability to effectively participate in our nation’s political arena.

The reformers are playing a game with the political process and the fix is in.  I strongly urge you to avert your attention from the biased media and examine the details of their proposal.  After doing so, you will come to see the answers with disturbing clarity.






Sincerely

JOHN T. DOOLITTLE

