March 2001

REAL REFORM IS COMING!!!

Dear Colleague:


Next week, I will introduce the Citizen Legislature and Political Freedom Act, the only campaign finance proposal that aims to open up the political process to all Americans as opposed to jumping on the bandwagon dedicated to increasing government regulation and protecting entrenched incumbency.  My bill reaffirms individuals’ constitutional liberties of speech and association, and will foster true campaign competition.  


The Citizen Legislature and Political Freedom Act:


    (
repeals limits on how much individuals and political action committees may 



contribute to candidates or parties;  repeals limits on how much parties may 



contribute to candidates;

(
takes away the right of unions to freely spend workers’ hard-earned money to advance their radical, ultra-liberal agendas (true paycheck protection);

   
    (
terminates taxpayer financing of presidential election campaigns;


    (
requires political parties to distinguish between federal and non-federal funds;  



requires each state party to file with the Federal Election Commission (FEC) a 



copy of the same disclosure form as it files with the state;


    (
requires electronic filing of campaign reports; requires reports to be filed every 24 



hours during 3 months preceding an election;


    (
requires FEC to post all campaign reports on the Internet; and


    (
bars acceptance of campaign contributions unless certain disclosure requirements 



are met (“best effort” no longer permitted for certain contributions).


My proposal is rooted in the belief that, in a democracy, the government should not have the power to limit nor prohibit political participation.  In a country that is truly free, the best we can hope for -- indeed, the most we should ask for -- is full disclosure of campaign contributions so that voters can make informed decisions. 


If you would like to become an original cosponsor of the Citizen Legislature and Political Freedom Act, or would like more information on the bill, please contact Greg Orlando of my staff at x52511.






Sincerely,





JOHN T. DOOLITTLE

United States Representative







