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Every now and then, a unique leader emerges at the right time and leads our nation to greatness.  Ronald Reagan was a unique man of great wit, leadership and action.  He rose to our nation’s needs and surpassed them.  Most importantly, he led our nation with timeless principle and integrity, and his leadership now stands as the very foundation of America’s vision. 

 

Sometimes we forget the challenges that were facing our nation when Reagan was elected president.  In the late 1970s, we faced skyrocketing inflation, a flat-lining economy, nuclear threats abroad and discouragement at home.  President Reagan immediately began to inject optimism back into the national consciousness.

Through his strong leadership, President Reagan helped give America it national pride back.  He reminded all of us of the principles America was founded upon – freedom, liberty and justice – and ensured the entire world that while these principles were the foundation of America, they were not and should not be exclusively American.  Although communist and totalitarian regimes fought tirelessly to suppress these principles, he would not be deterred in fighting their efforts, nor would he sacrifice these values for a hollow “peace”.

Those principles led to the collapse of the Berlin Wall and the break-up of the Soviet Union.  While many throughout the world may have contributed to these pieces of history, it was Ronald Reagan’s vision and leadership that was directly responsible for the end of the Cold War and the downfall of imperialist communism.  

He was “The Great Communicator,” blessed in his ability to dust off centuries-old principles of freedom and democracy in a way that resonated with every American and touched their everyday lives.  Like many presidents before him, President Reagan not only delivered a multitude of great speeches, but what sets him apart is how he delivered in actions and results too.  He not only spoke of the evils of communism, but he brought hope – not just to our nation, but also to the millions who were suffering under the oppressive fists of communist regimes.

Because of his concerted efforts, millions have experienced the sweetness of freedom – people who longed for freedom but could never have imagined life without the brutal rule of communism.  While he may have been the elected to lead the United States, he directed an international effort for freedom that touched countless families beyond our borders.  

 

President Reagan understood that the difference between democracy and communism is nothing short of the difference between good and evil.  To that end, he understood that we are the good guys; that the United States is a source of good and that dictatorships – particularly communist dictatorships – are evil.  

 

Yet, with all the success President Reagan enjoyed in fighting communism, we must not forget the powerful impact he had here at home.  He brought hope to every American that our nation’s best days were ahead and motivated all of us to reach for those promising days.  He helped us understand that the American Dream was a reality for everyone and that in a nation based on freedom and equality, nobody should be excluded from that important American ideal.

 

Our vision and policies today clearly bear the fingerprints of Ronald Reagan.  Whether it is strengthening our military or providing tax relief to American families, our policy decisions in Congress are deeply rooted in the Reagan revolution.  His policies revitalized the economy, spurred creativity and encouraged individual achievement.

Furthermore, he helped us realize that a large federal government did not necessarily bring great government programs and that more tax revenue did not directly translate to vital benefits.  He taught all of us that less government intervention usually meant more freedom for Americans and that freedom should always prevail over more government. 

 

President Reagan referred to America as a “shining city on a hill.”  His leadership and love for freedom and democracy played no small role in building that city and will forever contribute to the strength and stability of it well beyond his years.  

History will remember President Reagan as one of the greatest presidents to ever lead our nation, though he would say the opposite, our nation owes him our deepest gratitude.
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