DeMint Straight A’s Amendment
Straight A’s
In general, the Straight A’s concept is to grant flexibility in exchange for proven results.  States and locals would gain freedom from federal regulations and requirements in exchange for improving student academic achievement.

Summary
 7 State Educational Agencies and 25 Local Educational Agencies (LEAs) would have the option of establishing a 5-year “Performance Agreement” with the Secretary of Education.  

 Under approved agreements, states would be able to combine funds from a few or all of the eligible federal formula grant programs they administer at the state level and would be freed from most of the requirements of those individual programs.  

 In exchange for this flexibility, participating states or locals would be held to their accountability requirements for improving student achievement.

Title I - Education for the Disadvantaged
 If states or LEAs include Title I in their performance agreement, like the President’s plan, they would still have to meet the Title I accountability requirements.  

 Title I dollars are still targeted down to the school level, but states or LEAs may petition to use an alternative method to allocate dollars as long as such method better targets poverty.

Achievement Gains
 In exchange for the flexibility, states and school districts will be required to exceed adequate yearly progress (AYP) by a statistically significant amount.

Performance Review
 Like the President’s plan, this language includes a midterm performance review. Under this amendment, if a state fails to meet AYP for 2 consecutive years or fails to exceed AYP for 3 consecutive years, the Secretary shall terminate the agreement.

 States and school districts are sanctioned if they fail to meet the terms of their performance agreement.

Included Programs
Programs which are eligible to be included in the Performance Agreement are: Title I Education for the Disadvantaged, Public School Choice, Even Start, Comprehensive School Reform, Teachers, Bilingual Education, Innovative Programs (Formerly Title VI block grants), Safe and Drug Free Schools/ 21st Century Learning Centers, and Technology.






