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Davis’ National Naval Force Structure Policy Act Gains Key Endorsements 
Boilermakers and Iron Shipbuilders Union add to numerous endorsements of Davis’ bill to increase US Naval force 
(Washington, DC) - The International Brotherhood of Boilermakers, Iron Shipbuilders, Blacksmiths and Forgers & Helpers added their support to the growing list of organizations supporting HR 5196, the “National Naval Force Structure Policy Act.” This legislation, introduced by Congresswoman Jo Ann Davis, will increase our current naval force structure by putting in place specific parameters designed to rebuild our naval forces. 

“The rebuilding of our naval forces is imperative to the strength of our Nation,” said Congresswoman Davis, a Member of the House Armed Services Committee. “I welcome the numerous endorsements that this legislation has received, and thank the various organizations for their support as we work together to protect our Homeland,” added Davis.

Joining the Brotherhood of Boilermakers, Iron Shipbuilders, Blacksmiths and Forgers & Helpers in endorsing HR 5196 are the American Shipbuilding Association, the Navy League, Northrop Grumman-Newport News, Gibbs & Cox Naval Architects and Marine Engineers, Intergraph Government Solutions, York Marine Systems, General Dynamics, National Steel and Shipbuilding Company, Bath Iron Works, DRS Technologies, OAO Technology Solutions, Tribon Solutions and Jamestown Metal Marine Sales.    

“Shipbuilders and the millions of Americans who rely on the protection provided by the U.S. Navy need your support,” wrote Ande Abbott, Director of Legislation for the Boilermakers. “As a representative of shipbuilders and ship repair workers, we thank you for proposing a bill that will highlight the need for a stronger Naval fleet.” 

Specifically, Davis said that her legislation would require the US Navy to have no fewer than 375 vessels in active service, including 15 aircraft carrier battle groups and 15 amphibious ready groups. “Just two years ago, the Navy issued a ‘Report on Naval Vessel Force Structure Requirements’ that suggested a force level of 360 ships, including 15 aircraft carrier battle groups and 14 amphibious ready groups could substantially reduce security risks,” said Davis. “Interestingly enough, this report was before September 11th and America’s assault on global terrorist threats. Now with the war on terror, our current force structure is no longer adequate to address the challenges of the future,” added Davis.

Davis noted that the current shipbuilding budget trend leaves the navy short-funded, and nowhere near the number of ships needed to meet this level. 

“This legislation will create parameters in which Congress will be responsible to fund to ensure that our Navy is adequately prepared to defend America,” said Davis. “With this structure as law, Congress and the White House will have a responsibility to plan meet this fleet strength,” added Davis. Davis noted that the Constitution calls for the Congress to “provide and maintain a Navy.”

“This legislation gives specific numbers and goals to be met - numbers requested and determined to be necessary from military experts who know what it takes to protect our homeland,” said Davis.
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