The Adoption Information Act--H.R. 3006

Rep. Jo Ann Davis (R-VA)

Summary
This bill requires that all family planning clinics that accept Title X funds must provide a detailed pamphlet of adoption information to all people inquiring about family planning services.  The pamphlet must include a comprehensive list of the adoption centers available in the state where the services are provided, including address and telephone information.

How will this work?
When a person requests family planning services from a Title X clinic, that clinic must give the woman a list of the adoption providers in that state, as well as the telephone and address information.  Additionally, the clinic worker must orally inform the woman that she is being given a pamphlet provided by the Department of Health and Human Services and that it contains adoption information for that state.  

Isn’t this already law?
Not exactly.  Last year, Representative DeMint included language in the Children’s Health Act that made grants available to adoption organizations for programs to train health center staff in providing adoption information and referrals to pregnant women on an equal basis with all other courses of action.  It is not mandatory for the clinic staff to go through adoption training (though it started out that way in the original language).  Further, the Office of Population Affairs (OPA) released a final rule last year that added a requirement that a project must offer pregnant women the opportunity to be provided information and counseling regarding prenatal care and delivery; infant care; foster care, or adoption; and abortion.  A clinic must provide this information and counseling only if requested to do so, with referrals upon request.  The Adoption Information Act is complimentary to the DeMint language in that it makes a very clear mandate to provide straightforward adoption information for a particular state to ALL patients - not just to the people who request it and regardless of their intentions when they go to a family planning clinic.

What is the cost?
There is no CBO cost estimate at this time.  All funding for printing the pamphlets and administering the program will come out of the Title X budget.

What are the rights of the woman?  
The woman has the option of reading the information.  While she must accept it, she does not have to read it or keep it.  This poses no burden on a woman’s right to receive any other family planning services.

Does this bill go far enough?
No.  But it is a small step in the right direction in getting adoption information into the hands of women who may have an unwanted pregnancy.

