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Jo Ann Davis Introduces the

“Adoption Information Act”
Measure will provide adoption information for women confronted with an unwanted pregnancy

(Washington, DC) - Congresswoman Jo Ann Davis (VA-01) today introduced adoption legislation that will provide adoption information for women confronted with an unwanted pregnancy. Under the “Adoption Information Act,” eligible federally funded family planning clinics would provide adoption information and lists of adoption agencies in that state to every individual who requests family planning services. 

“Adoption is a viable option for women who are going through an unwanted pregnancy,” said Congresswoman Davis. “However, often these women do not receive the necessary information and guidance needed to seek adoption counseling and services. This legislation would help remedy that by providing adoption information at clinics where the woman is seeking family planning advice,” added Davis. 

“Few women choose adoption when confronted with an unwanted pregnancy,” said Davis. “I believe this is in part because adoption information is not available to them and they often have to search for a provider of adoption services.  There are many good families looking for children to adopt, and this service will help women who have unwanted pregnancies while helping families who are looking to adopt,” added Davis.   

“Adoption is a safe, loving choice for women with unwanted pregnancies, and I believe this legislation will help inform women of that viable option,” added Davis.

Davis said that specifically, the legislation requires that all family planning clinics that accept Title X funds must provide a detailed pamphlet of adoption information to all people inquiring about family planning services.  The pamphlet must include a comprehensive list of the adoption centers available in the state where the services are provided, including address and telephone information.

When a person requests family planning services from a Title X clinic, that clinic must give the woman a list of the adoption providers in that state, as well as the telephone and address information.  Additionally, the clinic worker must orally inform the woman that she is being given a pamphlet provided by the Department of Health and Human Services and that it contains adoption information for that state.  
The Davis legislation will compliment current law which makes grants available to adoption organizations for programs to train health center staff in providing adoption information and referrals to pregnant women on an equal basis for all other courses of action. This legislation will go a step farther by requiring Title X federally funded clinics to provide information directly, with no request necessary. 
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