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Davis Calls for $1 Billion from Foreign Aid Budget to be Re-Directed to Help America’s Veterans    

Local lawmaker petitions Budget Committee to

increase veterans funding for VA medical care
(Washington, DC) - Congresswoman Jo Ann Davis has asked the House Budget Committee to increase funding for veterans benefits and services by $1 billion, and asked that this funding be offset by a $1 billion decrease in proposed foreign aid spending. This additional funding would help the House meet the $32 billion VA budget put forth by the Senate while holding the line on spending by suggesting an offset in the foreign aid budget. Davis joined Congressman Virgil Goode (R-VA) in leading the effort to increase veterans funding while offsetting foreign aid spending. 

“America’s veterans must have access to improved health care and the services that they need, and I believe that Congress must find ways to provide the necessary funding for these services,” said Congresswoman Jo Ann Davis. “I also believe that Congress must be fiscally responsible, and to request an increase, it is only responsible to connect the request to an offset. I believe a decrease in foreign aid spending is worth improving our veterans health care,” said Davis.

“The Budget Resolution is about making choices with the taxpayers’ money,” wrote Davis, Goode and other Members in a letter to Rep. Jim Nussle, Chairman of the House Budget Committee, and Senator Don Nickles, Chairman of the Senate Budget Committee. “We believe that veterans medical needs should be adequately addressed before we send money overseas as foreign aid, and I think our veterans agree with us,” added the letter. 

“I believe our veterans should be taken care of, even in tight budget times,” said Davis. “A tight budget means tough decisions, and I believe veterans funding should be a primary concern,” added Davis.
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