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Davis Successful in Inserting Provision to Cut Federal Waste into House Congressional Rules Package 
Davis petitions Rules Committee to include language similar to her Redundancy legislation into House Rules 
(Washington, DC) - The United States House of Representatives adopted language from Rep. Jo Ann Davis into the House Congressional Rules package that seeks to cut government waste and duplication of government programs. Under the new House rules package, standing committees are now required to list in their oversight plan a “review of federal programs with a view to insuring against duplication of such programs.” This language is similar to H.R. 2743, the “Government Accountability and Streamlining Act,” that Davis introduced last year, that would have required the Comptroller General of the United States to determine whether any proposed legislation in the House or Senate creates any new “federal entities, programs or functions” that are redundant of any existing federal program.
“I am very pleased that the House Rules Committee has agreed to insert this language into our House rules,” said Congresswoman Jo Ann Davis, who petitioned the Rules Committee to include this language into the rules package. “The duplication of federal programs is a major problem in our government, and this waste is harming any efforts to exert fiscal responsibility in Washington. The system is broken, and this is a step forward to fix it,” added Davis. “It became apparent that my legislation was not going to become law last year, so I explored the possibility of getting similar language inserted into the House Rules. There are always possibilities,” said Davis.
Davis views the elimination of redundant federal functions as an obvious way to save money and make government work better for its citizens.  She notes that the National Commission on the Public Service (known as the Volcker Commission), in its report,  “Urgent Business for America: Revitalizing the Federal Government for the 21st Century,” cited duplication of services as one of the major problems facing the executive branch. Although Davis was unable to get her legislation heard on the House floor, she continued to explore other avenues and found success in getting language similar to her bill inserted into the House rules. 
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