November 16, 2005

IN GOD WE TRUST

Support the National Motto, Co-Sponsor H. Con. Res. 302


“No nation can be strong except in the strength of God, or safe except in His defense.  The trust of our people in God should be declared on our national coin.” Former Secretary of the Treasury Salmon Chase

Dear Colleague:


In God we trust. The content of the national motto is as old as the Republic itself and has always been as integral a part of the first amendment as the very words of that charter of religious liberty. 


The national motto reflects the traditional sentiment that the recognition of God is deeply interwoven into the fabric of our daily lives. The Founding Fathers believed devotedly that there was a God and that the unalienable rights of man were rooted in Him, a belief clearly evidenced in their writings, from the Mayflower Compact to the Constitution itself.


Because of the influence of these important documents, ‘In God We Trust’ appears on all coins and currency issued by the United States Treasury. In addition, these words appear prominently engraved in the wall above the Speaker's dais in the Chamber of the House of Representatives and over the entrance to the Chamber of the Senate.

 
In 1861, a minister from Pennsylvania wrote to the Secretary of the Treasury asking the inclusion of an inscription of God on currency. Reverend Watkinson wrote, “This would make a beautiful coin, to which no possible citizen could object.” Unfortunately, someone has. 


Michael Newdow, known for his lawsuit to remove the words “under God” from the U.S. Pledge of Allegiance, has announced that he will file another anti-God lawsuit. This time, Mr. Newdow is attempting to remove the phrase ‘In God We Trust’ from all U.S. currency. That is why I have introduced H. Con. Res. 302, a resolution supporting the national motto of the United States.


In God we trust is an expression of confidence in the future. We should not let these four powerful words be stripped from our buildings and currency. If you have any questions, or would like to co-sponsor this resolution, please contact Amanda Foster in my office at 5-4261. 

Sincerely,






     Jo Ann Davis






     Member of Congress

