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Davis Introduces Legislation to Redirect Foreign Aid to Pay for Illegal Immigrants’ Medical Costs 
The “Country of Origin Healthcare Accountability Act” would reimburse hospitals caring for illegal immigrants with existing foreign aid funds  -  not US health care dollars
(Washington, DC) - Congresswoman Jo Ann Davis introduced HR 4360, the “Country of Origin Healthcare Accountability Act,” (COHAA) which would require that hospitals providing emergency care for illegal aliens be reimbursed with a portion of the foreign aid designated for the patient’s country of origin. Under current law, hospitals are reimbursed with US healthcare funds. This legislation would redirect $250 million annually from USAID funding for hospital reimbursements. 

“Under current law, the costs incurred by illegal aliens receiving emergency care in hospitals is paid for with US healthcare funds, and this is bad policy,” said Congresswoman Jo Ann Davis (VA-01). “Hospitals and medical providers have an obligation to provide emergency care for those in need, regardless of citizenship. However, the financial burden to pay for care for illegal immigrants should fall upon the illegal alien’s country of origin - not HHS funding. My legislation would redirect foreign aid funding to meet these costs and put the responsibility on the illegal immigrant’s country of origin,” added Davis. 
Specifically, COHAA would redirect $250 million annually from the existing Foreign Aid budget and make it available to the Secretary of Health and Human Services to reimburse hospitals and medical providers for costs incurred from care for illegal aliens.  For example - if an illegal immigrant from Mexico receives emergency medical care, the hospital would receive reimbursement from foreign aid redirected from USAID funds for Mexico. 
“America’s immigration laws must be rigorously enforced, and the problem of illegal immigration is serious,” said Davis. “American citizens should not be forced to pay for the medical treatment of illegal aliens, particularly when many Americans already struggle to pay their own medical expenses. There are over 8 million illegal aliens in the United States, and health care treatment of illegal aliens imposes a substantial cost on medical providers and hospitals in many American communities. This cost should be shouldered by these foreign countries, not with US healthcare dollars,” added Davis.
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