TALKING POINTS ON CULBERSON

STATE AUTHORITY AMENDMENT

The Culberson amendment makes explicit what is now implied in federal law - if a State does not accept federal money for a particular federal education program, the State does not have to comply with the federal strings or requirements of that particular program.  

As things now stand, without language such as this, State legislators can continue to complain about underfunded or unfunded federal mandates, continue to tell local voters to blame their local Congressman for high school taxes and teachers who are overburdened with paperwork, and continue to claim that they are powerless to stop it.  

This amendment will affirmatively require State legislative action and approval, under State law, of federal education programs conditioned on the receipt of money.  No State legislative approval, no federal program, no federal money. The State legislature's inaction results in the loss of federal money; the State legislature's public debate and their vote to approve a federal education program leaves the legislature sharing equal and very visible responsibility with the U. S. Congress for unfunded or underfunded mandates. 

This amendment is consistent with President George W. Bush's core philosophy and core Republican principles that public education is a State responsibility, and the federal role is supportive and limited to those instances when State authorities ask for federal help. 

The Culberson amendment draws a bright line to enforce and protect "The power [over public education] reserved to the States respectively..." by the Tenth Amendment to the United States Constitution. 

The amendment will have no effect on programs like the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, (IDEA), or the Americans with Disabilities Act, (ADA), because the amendment is narrowly drafted to apply only to programs authorized under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965.
