July 23, 2002

Support our troops by cutting their taxes

Dear Colleague:

As America continues to wage war on terror, it is vitally important to remember the sacrifices that the men and women of our military make to protect our freedom and ensure our safety.  I have introduced legislation, H.R. 4974, to compensate them for their tireless service to our country by exempting active duty members of the armed forces from federal income taxes.  

Current law exempts members who serve directly in combat zones from federal income taxes, and my bill would extend that exemption to the entire active force.  There are over 1.3 million men and women in our active force, who pay a staggering $2.5 billion in federal income taxes.  These men and women deserve our support, both moral and financial.  If you are interested in cosponsoring this bill, please contact me or my Legislative Director, Tony Essalih, at 5-2571.

Sincerely,

John Culberson

Member of Congress

Rank



Basic Pay


Federal Income Taxes
General


$138,200



$27,176
Colonel


  $89,157



$13,477
Major



  $60,803



  $6,644
Captain


  $48,344



  $5,089
Sergeant


  $23,709



  $1,042
Corporal


  $19,198



     $857
Private



  $14,872



     $609

*Source:  Department of Defense Directorate of Compensation
