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Cubin Slams Lawsuit Filed to Salvage Clinton Snowmobile Ban
Washington - U.S. Representative Barbara Cubin (R-WY) today expressed her hope that a lawsuit filed this afternoon by four environmental groups against the Bush administration will not needlessly delay the reversal of a Clinton administration ban on snowmobiles in Yellowstone and Grand Teton National Parks.

“It is all too typical of the environmental lobby to run to the courthouse and try to tie up good proposals like this in a web of litigation,” said Cubin.  “The Bush administration rules are still open for public comment, and won’t be finalized until next year, but already the lawyers are coming out of the woodwork.”

The lawsuit, filed in U.S. District Court in Washington, D.C., asks a federal judge to block a Bush administration decision to reverse a Clinton administration rule that would ban snowmobiles in our national parks by next winter.  The suit was filed by the Ecology Center, the Bluewater Network, the Fund for Animals and Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility.  

“The original Clinton administration ban was based on questionable data gathered by the EPA, and it did  not take into account new technology that allows snowmachines to run more quietly and cleanly,” said Cubin.  “This new draft by the Bush Administration would put limits on the number of snowmobiles allowed in the Parks, and set up a program to train guides for minimal interference with wildlife.”

“We are finally close to coming to a reasonable solution to this difficult problem,” continued Cubin.  “Unfortunately, some environmental groups would rather have a federal judge decide the issue, rather than leave it up to local input and those in the Park Service who are on the ground with the people who will be affected by the rule.”

Under the proposed Bush administration rule, starting next winter no more than 1,100 snowmobiles would be allowed in the park per day.  Currently, 840 snowmobiles operate in the parks daily during the winter, but that number can climb to over 1,600 during holidays and busy weekends.

“People’s livelihoods depend on winter tourism in our national parks,” said Cubin.  “It is a shame that frivolous lawsuits like these put jobs in jeopardy.”
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