House Resolution on Expedited Special Elections

Request Cosponsors -- Rep. Cox
The attacks of September 11th forced every Member of Congress to contemplate the unthinkable--catastrophic loss of life due to a terrorist attack targeting the Congress. As a result, a bipartisan working group, co-Chaired by Representative Christopher Cox, Chairman of the House Policy Committee, and Representative Martin Frost, Chairman of the Democratic Caucus, was formed to study the issue of continuity of Congress. 

The problems the House would encounter in the face of such a catastrophe are unique to this chamber. In the Senate, Governors would quickly fill vacancies by appointment, but in the House, vacancies could last as long as six months because the Constitution requires that vacancies be filled by elections, the date of which is left up to each State. 

The working group will introduce a House resolution later this week that encourages the States to examine their existing statutes, practices, and procedures governing special elections. The resolution urges Governors and State Representatives to amend their election laws so that, in the event of a catastrophe, vacancies in the House of Representatives could be filled in a timely fashion. Please see the attached House Resolution and contact Julie Gunlock of the House Republican Policy Committee at 6-4570, if your boss would like to be an original cosponsor of the bill.
