The Child Support Enforcement Act

Rep. Chris Cox (R-CA)
THE CHILD SUPPORT CRISIS

The United States faces a child support crisis: each year, nearly 60% of parents owed support receive less than the full amount they are due. More than 30% receive no payment at all.  Once the payment due date passes, child support in arrears is rarely paid.  In fact, 93% ($78 billion) of child support in arrears remains outstanding.

ENFORCEMENT OF CHILD SUPPORT LAWS IS CRITICAL FOR STRENGTHENING FAMILIES

The payment of child support and enforcement of child support laws helps children, and encourages strong families.

Children who receive child support:


Are more likely to have contact with their fathers


Have better grade point averages and significantly better test scores


Have fewer behavioral problems


Remain in school longer

Strong child support enforcement:


Reduces the divorce rate


Reduces the number of births to never married parents


Reduces teenage pre-marital childbearing

THE SOLUTION:  THE CHILD SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT ACT

The Child Support Enforcement Act will give tax relief to struggling parents and encourage delinquent parents to pay child support on time. 

Gives Delinquent Parents A Strong Financial Incentive To Pay Child Support In Full And On Time
· Delinquent parents must count the amount of unpaid child support as a gain on their taxes, increasing their tax liability and creating another incentive to pay child support on time.  

· This tax treatment is consistent with the treatment of other bad debts in the tax code.  

· Delinquent parents would still be legally required to pay passed due child support. 

Gives Custodial Parents Tax Relief

· Parents owed child support can deduct unpaid legally obliged child support from their income, providing immediate financial relief to millions of struggling parents.  

· This tax treatment is consistent with the treatment of other bad debts in the tax code.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION:  Please call Carrie Lips at 5-4105

