Rep. Chris Cox

Chairman, House Policy Committee
Radical Tax Simplification for 2004

Proposal #1

Make 40 Million More Americans Eligible for Form 1040-EZ

Problem: The IRS, by its own admission, has arbitrarily selected $50,000 as the income limit for those filers permitted to submit a 1040-EZ.  This applies not just to singles but also to married couples filing jointly.  

Solution: Doubling the income limit for EZ filers to $100,000 would make over 40 million more Americans eligible to file this simple, one-page form.

Proposal #2

Make 25 Million More Seniors Eligible for New Form 1040-EZ-SR

Problem: More than 35 million Americans are prohibited from using the 1040-EZ tax return simply because they are 65 or older.  While 10 million filers benefit from the one-page 1040-EZ option, anyone 65 or older is automatically excluded.

Solution:  End age discrimination by the IRS.  Form 1040-EZ-SR, a one-page form for seniors that accommodates both pension and Social Security income, will save up to 25 million seniors the burden and complexity of the standard 1040.


These are ideal floor candidates for the week of March 29th, as Americans are wrapping up their returns.  They would be bold strokes for simplicity, requiring NO substantive change in the tax code.

Staff Contact: James Freeman, 5-5611
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