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House Passes Schiavo Legislation

Cole Makes Statement On House Floor In Support

 

 

Washington - This morning, Fourth District Congressman Tom Cole voted with an over whelming bipartisan majority for S 686, a bill that grants the parents of Terri Schiavo access to the federal courts and an ability to act on their daughter's behalf.  The bill would permit a federal judge to order a reinstatement of her feeding tube pending a review of Mrs. Schiavo's civil rights.  The House approved the bill by a vote of 203 to 58.  The Senate unanimously approved the bill and President Bush signed it into law early this morning.

 

Congressman Cole spoke during the debate on the House floor.  A transcript of his remarks follows:

 

Mr. COLE of Oklahoma. Mr. Speaker, when I came here tonight, I had no intention to speak on this issue for, frankly, the most personal of reasons: a year ago my brother and I were involved in making precisely this same kind of decision where my mother was concerned. We were fortunate. We had been empowered by her to make that decision, we were in agreement on the decision, and the medical professionals and her minister agreed with us about that decision. So we got to make that decision in the privacy and with the dignity that one would want for every family in that situation. 
   As I listen to the debate tonight, I think the opponents of this measure have made many good and interesting points. They have talked about States' rights, they have talked about precedent, they have discussed separation of powers, and they discussed the importance of the legislative process. All of those are important and legitimate points, and they merit discussion. 

   But while we discuss them, a life is in the balance, and that is really the only immediate and compelling issue before us tonight. 

   What do we know about that life and about the conditions of that life? We know that the family disagrees about the condition, about the fate, and about the appropriate course of action where Terri Schiavo is concerned. We know that she is not on artificial life support, only receiving hydration and nutrition. We know that there is split medical testimony about her condition and her quality of life. We know that there are issues of conflict of interest and motivation about those making the final decision. And we know that if we do not act, Terri Schiavo will die. 

   Great questions often are raised by individual cases, inconvenient cases, cases that break precedent, cases that confront us when we prefer not to be confronted. 

   Mr. Speaker, life and individual rights trump all else. Where there is doubt, we should err, if err we do, on the side of protecting the rights of any individual, especially when it is the right to life. We should make sure that Terri Schiavo has her day in Federal court. It is the right thing to do, it is the decent thing to do, it is the only thing to do. 

 

