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FLOOR REMARKS BY CONGRESSMAN CHRIS CHOCOLA REGARDING

GOVERNMENT WASTE
Mr. Speaker, I come from an agribusiness background and ran for office based on the belief that Congress needs more members with a small business perspective.

Let me tell you that if our company ever ran its budget process like Congress, we would be out of business in a hurry.

Every day, the families and businesses in my District have to make tough decisions; they have to meet a payroll and a budget and deal with excess litigation, taxation, and regulation. The federal government shouldn’t be any different.

This year, The Heritage Foundation identified $386 billion in wasteful government spending. $386 billion, Mr. Speaker!

If Congress would cut spending and eliminate waste, mismanagement, and inefficiency in the federal government, we could save the taxpayers billions of dollars.

But, it’s not enough to complain about wasteful spending, we have to act.  We’ve got to find incentives for government officials to spend money wisely and to save taxpayer dollars.

Today, the Majority Leader, Mr. DeLay, and the Budget Committee Chairman, Mr. Nussle, announced a significant effort to root out and eliminate government waste and inefficiency during the 108th Congress.

I applaud and join their effort, and I will work with my colleagues to reduce waste, fraud, and abuse during my time in Congress.  I urge my colleagues on both sides of the aisle to do the same.
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