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CHRIS CHOCOLA’S ‘ANTI-FRAUD’ AMENDMENT

PASSES HOUSE AVIATION SUBCOMMITTEE
Freshman lawmaker fights wasteful government spending

Washington, D.C. - Congressman Chris Chocola won swift passage of legislation to reduce wasteful government spending. The victory came in the form of an amendment in the House Transportation and Infrastructure Aviation Subcommittee today. The Amendment was to “Flight 100- Century of Aviation Reauthorization Act,” legislation to reauthorize the programs of the Federal Aviation Administration for the next four years.  Chocola's amendment is designed to curb wasteful government spending occurring at the FAA and was adopted by voice vote.


"I ran for Congress because I believe we need to cut wasteful government spending, and dedicate the savings to our priorities,” said Chocola. "With the help of the Government Accounting Office serious abuses of government credit cards were identified. My amendment adopted today will make progress in the ongoing fight against government waste.” 


At the direction of Congress, the Government Accounting Office was ordered to investigate waste, fraud, and abuse at the FAA with purchase cards, also known as government credit cards. The March 2003 report uncovered $5.4 million of improper, wasteful, and questionable purchases, as well as missing and stolen assets associated with FAA purchase cards.

“The amount of waste uncovered at the FAA is staggering,” said Chocola.  “Hundreds of thousands of taxpayer dollars were spent on individual Internet subscriptions, Palm Pilots and gift cards to places like Home Depot and Wal-Mart.  This is unacceptable and I’m going to work to make sure it stops.”

In their report, the GAO made a number of recommendations to strengthen FAA’s internal controls and compliance in its purchase card program, decrease wasteful purchases, and improve the accountability of assets in order to reduce vulnerability to improper and wasteful purchases. The Chocola amendment directs the Administrator of the FAA to implement the recommendations set forth in the March 2003 GAO report. Once the bill is enacted into law, the FAA will have one year to report back to Congress on their progress. 

"I am pleased the committee adopted my amendment, but the real work has just begun," said Chocola. “I will work with my colleagues in Congress to continue to eliminate wasteful government spending."

Chocola serves as the Vice-Chairman of the Aviation Subcommittee.  
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