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NASA Employs Performance Artist

$20,000 Taxpayer-Funded Stipend

For two years, NASA paid Laurie Anderson as the agency’s “artist in residence.”  The performing artist was commissioned to perform a theatrical story-telling piece in theaters across the nation, as part of a NASA outreach effort. The artist in residence position was not specifically authorized by Congress. 

Job Description:  

· Create and tour a theatrical piece, educating theater-goers about NASA; and

· “…to produce a film on the moons of the solar system” for the 2005 World Expo.

· Laurie Anderson describes the film in this way, “It’s images from above…It begins with this idea of stuttering and how difficult it is to start things.  And it’s connected to the rocks in many ways.”
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Additional Employment While Working for NASA 
· Preparing for her violin tour;

· Taking long walks around Europe to create an audio diary for French radio; and 

· Composing music for a Japanese garden for the 2005 World Expo.1
When asked how she is working on so many projects while also working for NASA, Anderson replied, “The NASA artist in resident thing is a very small stipend. It’s not enough to really do stuff…”2
Statements by Laurie Anderson in Interviews During Time at NASA:

· “Congress is the jocks and they’re always saying how terrible it is that NASA spends their money on all this stuff.”

· “As sad as I am about being in the United States these days, NASA is genuinely exciting.”

· Suggested to a NASA engineer while touring NASA facilities, “Have you ever thought of a different set-up?...I’m on a quest against rectangles.”

· “…I’ve been trying to avoid goal-oriented behavior.”2
· “I am and always have been a snob.”3
·  “I think a lot of people in Washington are extremely suspicious of NASA.”2
· “I met many astronauts, and they seemed so out of place.”4
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