The Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act of 2002
Key Facts

The Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act of 2002, prohibits the partial-birth abortion procedure unless the procedure is necessary to save the life of the mother.  The Act imposes a maximum of two years imprisonment and/or a fine on whoever performs a partial-birth abortion.  The Act also establishes a civil cause of action against the abortionist for the father of the infant, and if the mother is a minor at the time of the abortion, the maternal grandparents of the infant.

Partial-Birth Abortion Procedure:  

 
Forcibly turns the child into the breech--feet first--position;

 
Pulls the living child out of the mother by the leg until only the head is left inside;

 
Stabs the child in the base of the skull, and sucks out the brain with a vacuum;

 
Pulls the now-dead child out of the mother.

Pain Inflicted Upon Child:  It is well documented that the partial-birth abortion procedure inflicts terrible pain upon the baby being killed.  In his testimony before the Constitution Subcommittee on June 15, 1995, Professor Robert White, Director of the Division of Neurosurgery and Brain Research Laboratory at Case Western Reserve School of Medicine, stated that “[t]he fetus within this time frame of gestation, 20 weeks and beyond, is fully capable of experiencing pain.”  After specifically analyzing the partial-birth abortion procedure, Dr. White concluded that “[w]ithout question, all of this is a dreadfully painful experience for any infant subjected to such a surgical procedure.”
Partial Birth Abortion Practice:   It is a matter of public record that this type of abortion is performed:

 
at least several thousand times per year in the United States; mainly on the healthy babies of healthy mothers.
 
primarily in the fifth and sixth month of pregnancy -- that is the second trimester -- although sometimes in the third trimester;

 
Contrary to past assertions, Ron Fitzsimmons, executive director of the National Coalition of Abortion Providers, admitted in 1997 that he and leaders of other pro-abortion groups were well aware that partial-birth abortions are performed routinely during the fifth and sixth months.  “In the vast majority of cases, the procedure is performed on a healthy mother with a healthy fetus that is 20 weeks or more along,” Mr. Fitzsimmons said.   (The NY Times, 2/26/97)

Medical Necessity   Hundreds of ob-gyns and fetal/maternal specialists, along with former Surgeon General Koop have come forward to unequivocally state that “partial-birth abortion is never medically necessary to protect a mother’s health or her future fertility.”  In fact, the procedure can significantly threaten a mother’s health or ability to carry future children to term.  The American Medical Association has said the procedure is “not good medicine” and is “not medically indicated” in any situation. 
