Balance the Scales of Justice
Join the Bi-Partisan Movement to Pass a 

Victims Rights Constitutional Amendment


“As we protect the rights of criminals, we must take equal care to protect the rights of the victims.  The states, as well as the federal government, have 
passed legal protections for victims.  However, those laws are insufficient to fully recognize the rights of crime victims.  Victims of violent crime have 
important rights that deserve protection in our Constitution.”  President George W. Bush

Dear Colleague:






February 20, 2003


Every year millions of Americans become crime victims. According to the Department of Justice, in the year 2000, there were 11,634,378 crimes committed in the United States.  On any day, on any street corner, a mother, father, son or daughter can become the next victim of a rapist or murderer.  One violent crime is committed every 22.1 seconds.  September 11 further demonstrated that thousands of Americans can instantly become victims of the most heinous crimes imaginable.


Tragically, these victims do not always have the basic rights they deserve.  To address this problem and to empower the victims of crime, a bi-partisan coalition to help pass a critical amendment to the Constitution is growing.  Last Congress, President Bush voiced his support for a crime victims amendment to the Constitution, and Senators Kyl and Feinstein have introduced legislation in the Senate.  Please join us in becoming an original cosponsor of the Crime Victims’ Rights Amendment.  


Criminal defendants enjoy a myriad of constitutionally guaranteed  protections including:  the right to be free from unreasonable searches and seizures; the right to due process; the right against self incrimination; and many more.  These rights are considered fundamental, and protect accused persons from unjust convictions and disproportionate punishment.


However, our Constitution affords no such affirmative protections to crime victims.  Without a constitutional amendment providing a number of new federal legal rights, crime victims will inevitably continue to be treated as second class citizens in our criminal justice system.


This amendment does not take any rights away from defendants; instead it  empowers crime victims by establishing:  1) the right to receive notice of public proceedings related to the crime; 2) the right not to be excluded from such public proceeding and reasonably to be heard at public release, plea, sentencing, reprieve, and pardon proceedings;  3) notice to victims of any release or escape from custody, and right to have the victim’s safety considered in determining a release from custody; and 4) the right to avoid unreasonable delay in the proceedings, and the right of victims to an order of restitution.  The resolution emphasizes the victim’s right to participate and be heard.  Again, none of the rights provided in this bill will infringe in any way on those currently guaranteed to defendants under our Constitution.


This joint resolution has received support from the National Victims Constitutional Amendment Network (NVCAN), a broad coalition of victims’ advocacies groups. 


Please join us in our bi-partisan effort to finally give victims of crime a voice in the criminal justice system.  If you would like to co-sponsor this important legislation, please contact Berkley Etheridge in Steve Chabot’s office (5-2216).






























Sincerely,








__________________











Steve Chabot




