Become and Original Cosponsor of

The Born-Alive Infant Protection Act

June 12, 2001

Dear Colleague:



This week I will be re-introducing the Born-Alive Infant Protection Act.  As you may know, the purpose of this bill is to firmly establish that an infant who is completely expelled or extracted from his or her mother, and who is alive, is considered a person for purposes of federal law.  This recognition would take effect upon birth, regardless of whether or not the child’s development is sufficient to permit long-term survival and regardless of whether the baby survived an abortion.


It has long been accepted as a legal principle that infants who are born alive are persons who are entitled to the protections of the law.  But the corrupting influence of the seemingly limitless right to an abortion has brought this well-settled legal principle into question.


 Under the logic of recent court decisions, once a child is marked for abortion, it may become irrelevant whether that child emerges from the mother’s womb as a live baby.  That child may still be treated as a non-entity, without rights under the law - no right to receive medical care, to be sustained in life, or to receive any care at all.  And, if a child who survives an abortion can no longer claim the protections of the law, then there may be no basis in the future upon which the government may prohibit an abortionist from completely delivering an infant before killing it or allowing it to die. 


Credible testimony received by the Subcommittee on the Constitution indicates that this is already occurring.  According to eyewitness accounts, “live-birth abortions” are indeed being performed, resulting in live-born premature infants who are simply allowed to die, sometimes without the provision of even basic comfort care such as warmth and nutrition.  On one occasion a living infant was found in a soiled utility closet, and on another occasion an living infant was found on the edge of a sink.  One baby was wrapped in a disposable towel and thrown in the trash.


On July 20, 2000, the National Abortion and Reproductive Rights Action League (NARAL) issued a press release criticizing the Born-Alive Infant Protection Act because, in NARAL’s view, extending legal status to premature infants who are born alive after surviving abortions constitutes an “assault” on Roe v. Wade.


Please become an original co-sponsor to stop this heinous practice of infanticide.  If you would like to co-sponsor this bill, please call Elizabeth Treanor in my office at 225-2216, or e-mail at Elizabeth.Treanor@mail.house.gov. 







Sincerely,







Steve Chabot, MC

