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Chabot Criticizes San Francisco Judge’s Decision to Block 

Partial-Birth Abortion Ban

Washington, D.C. - Congressman Steve Chabot (R, Cincinnati) today issued the following statement in response to the decision in the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of California:


“I remain convinced that the Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act is sound, constitutional legislation.  The legislation received overwhelmingly bipartisan support in the House and the Senate, and is being vigorously defended by the Bush Administration.


“This is a seriously flawed decision by a lone federal judge in San Francisco.  Congress clearly retains the authority under the Constitution to present its own findings of fact, which this judge has chosen to ignore.


“Moreover, all sides in this matter have predicted that it will ultimately be decided by the Supreme Court.  So, it is certainly not unexpected that a court would rule in this manner - especially a court within the Ninth Circuit, the most frequently overturned federal circuit in the nation.  


“Regardless of this decision from San Francisco, partial-birth abortion remains a horrific practice that snuffs out innocent life seconds before the baby takes its first breath.  The vast majority of people agree that this is an abhorrent practice that has no place in a civilized society.”


Congressman Chabot, the Chairman of the House Subcommittee on the Constitution and author of the Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act, introduced the legislation in the 108th Congress on February 13, 2003.  On October 2, the conference report of Chabot’s legislation passed the House by a strong bipartisan vote of 281-142 - garnering the support of 218 Republicans and 63 Democrats.  The Senate passed the conference report on October 21 by a vote of 64-34.  Chabot previously introduced the legislation in the 107th Congress where the House passed the legislation by a vote of 274-151.  President Bush signed the legislation into law on November 5, 2003.
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