Co-Sponsor the Education Empowerment Tax Credit Act 

(HR 257)

“We support and endorse a program of tuition tax credits, so that our independent schools and our country as a whole will prosper.  We need diversity and excellence...And let me add here that far from being a threat to the public school system, these tax credits will serve only to raise the standards of the competing school systems”
- Ronald Reagan August 3, 1982
Dear Colleague:

Providing a quality education for our children is one of the most important priorities for the United States.  Unfortunately, a stunning 40 percent of America’s 4th graders continue to read below the basic level on national reading assessments.  On international tests, America’s 12th graders rank last in advanced physics compared with students in 18 other countries, and one-third of all incoming college freshmen enroll in a remedial reading, writing, or mathematics class.  Obviously, we are failing in our duty to prepare our children to enter college or the modern workforce.

Study after study has demonstrated that increased parental involvement in a child’s education is the key to improving student performance.  In addition, there is no doubt that families must have the financial resources available to meet the costs of providing a quality education for their children in the manner they deem most suitable.  These goals can be accomplished simultaneously by passing the Education Empowerment Tax Credit Act.

The Education Empowerment Tax Credit Act would provide an incentive to parents to get personally involved and financially invested in their children’s education as well as deliver much needed tax relief to the American people.  Specifically, the bill:

-
Provides a $1,000 per child tax credit for qualified educational expenses

-
Defines qualified educational expenses as books, computers, educational software, tutors, tuition, fees, and special needs services

-
Includes costs incurred for public, private, religious, or home schools

-
Covers expenses from kindergarten through grade twelve

-
Provides a refundable tax credit creating tax relief for all income levels

This legislation empowers all parents, whether their children attend public or private schools, to invest in their children’s future.  How long can we idly stand by as the world’s only superpower fails to educate its very own children?  If you would like to co-sponsor this bill, please contact Bill Dolbow in my office at 5-2815.







Sincerely,







Eric Cantor







Member of Congress
