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ERIC CANTOR on using force against Saddam Hussein, Iraq: Those of us who serve in Congress are going to at some point be faced with a decision that is going to be a very wrenching one.  I would like to think that we could give [President Bush] in Congress he flexibility he needs, whether he needs the authority to act in September or act several months from now. 

It is a very wrenching decision, but one that I think certainly should come to Congress. I think it will. I think we should act and give the president that flexibility, because I think that the risks of inaction far outweigh the risks of war against Saddam. 

[U.N.] sanctions have not worked with Saddam, containment has not worked. And this is not just any country. This is a country run by an individual who has defied the international community at every step. He's broken every agreement...he's ever made to end his weapons of mass destruction program, to end his long-range missile program. He has defied us all, and it's about time that we face that risk. And yes, it's a wrenching decision. I want to come back to that. 

But I think it's one that any serious policy maker will agree with the president when he comes to Congress seeking a declaration. 

ERIC CANTOR on corporate responsibility:  I think that the fact that Enron is the first to have individual indictments, or one of the first to have individual indictments, I think, is something that the American public wants to see. 

You know, look, Congress acted back in April, and the House reacted, and it took a long time for us to produce a piece of legislation. The Oxley-Sarbanes bill did pass. I think it provides another signal that, you know, we are not going to tolerate crime being committed in America's board rooms, to have tough laws with vigorous prosecution. 

But I think in the broader sense, you know, what we need to do is, we need to somehow convey to the public that it's OK to start investing in the markets again. I know there's been a lot of discussion on this show in the past about some of the fiscal policies that maybe we should pursue to try and attract back in investors. 

But at the end of the day, I think that investors need to know that we have in -- values have been replaced back into America's board rooms. And you see everyone from President George Bush to Joe Lieberman talking about values in the business arena. 

And without those values, no matter how many lawsuits you have, no matter how many indictments, how many laws on the books, we're only going to find out about the crimes committed after the fact. 

ERIC CANTOR on Cynthia McKinney’s defeat:  I think Cynthia McKinney lost this race for one reason and one reason only, and that was herself. She is a very divisive individual and made some very outrageous statements and took some really outrageous policy positions. 

And because of that, I think that the voters in the Fourth District of Georgia went to the polls and elected an individual that they felt could come to Washington and work with others, not try and work through dividing. 

And I think, though, ultimately the issue of out-of-state money, this is no different from other single-issue groups such as the NRA, such as labor unions, some such as the Sierra Club. 

This issue of the Middle East is front and center right now. Obviously things in the Middle East are in turmoil. So those that are interested in the Israel issue are going to rally behind those who share their beliefs. 
