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Cantor Calls for Rejection of Arafat Ally Ahmed Qurei as Prime Minister

 

Cantor: "Today's terrorist attacks are only a harbinger of the chaos and destruction that will escalate as Arafat and his allies consolidate their power"

 

Washington, D.C. - In response to the blast that occurred at a cafe in west Jerusalem just hours after a Palestinian suicide bomber killed six people at a bus stop near an Israeli army camp outside Tel Aviv, Congressman Eric Cantor (R-VA) released the following statement:

 

"Having just visited Israel and seeing first-hand the terrorism that is responsible for the killing of innocent men, women and children, I am convinced that the number one impediment to peace in the Middle East is Yassir Arafat.  Today's terrorist attacks are only a harbinger of the chaos and destruction that will escalate as Arafat and his allies consolidate their power.

 

"Yassir Arafat is and has been the catalyst behind the continued violence in the Middle East.  Arafat cynically calling for an independent prime minister and then handpicking one of his closest partisans, Ahmed Qurei, will not bring peace.  Sadly, the appointment of Qurei guarantees only an extension of decades of Arafat's corrupt terrorist regime.

 

"Arafat's representation of the Palestinian people has been a dead-end for decades.  While America, Israel and the world community search for a way to make the Middle East a more peaceful region, Arafat is still looting public funds and organizing terrorist attacks.

 

"With Qurei as Prime Minster, it is clear that Arafat refuses to cede power or allow true peace to proceed.  This is a major set back for the Palestinian people and a major set back for peace in the Middle East.  It is my hope that the world community, including all European nations, will join with the United States to reject Arafat and his surrogates from this process.

 

"We must rid ourselves of Arafat's reckless, murderous ways if we are to truly achieve peace."
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