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Congressional Task Force Chairman Cantor Releases Memo to Urge Caution as the U.S. Works with State Sponsors of Terrorism

WASHINGTON -- This morning, Congressman Eric Cantor (R-Virginia), as Chairman of the Congressional Task Force on Terrorism and Unconventional Warfare, released a memo of Task Force findings, praising President Bush on his leadership in America’s war against terrorism and urging caution as Congress considers legislation providing benefits to countries cooperating against international terrorism.

The Task Force reaffirms that President Bush’s resolve that the United States will not distinguish between terrorists and the states that sponsor them “is critical in ensuring that our nation can pursue terrorist organizations where they reside and eliminate their ability to attack the United States and our allies.”

To effectively destroy these global terrorist entities, Congressman Cantor asserts, “we must engage in a comprehensive campaign to destroy their training bases, eliminate their communications capabilities, seize their financial assets, and paralyze their ability to threaten democracy around the world.”

Cantor’s findings continue, “the United States should proceed with great caution, however, when tactical requirements or geographic realities require coordination with nations such as Iran, Iraq, Syria, or the other countries that are currently listed by the State Department as terrorist states.”

As Congress considers President Bush’s Anti-Terrorism Act of 2001, the U.S. must continue to communicate that “half-hearted attempts to assist internationally, while failing to fully curtail their own internal support of these groups, will not absolve [terrorist states] of responsibility or free them from the grave consequences of supporting global terrorism,” Cantor finds.                    

Please visit http://cantor.house.gov to access the complete Task Force memo.  The Congressional Task Force on Terrorism and Unconventional Warfare is a coalition of Members of Congress studying the threats international terrorism poses to the U.S. and seeks to raise awareness within Congress about the need to fight terrorism.
