Dear Colleague:
 

We are at a significant crossroad in the Middle East.  The upcoming elections in January provide the Palestinian Authority (PA) with an historic opportunity to demonstrate its commitment to democracy.  However, Hamas and other terrorist organizations that continue to incite violence and advocate for the destruction of Israel are still fielding candidates.  These groups have been declared terrorist organizations by the State Department and should not be permitted to participate in the Palestinian governing structure until they recognize Israel's right to exist and agree to cease incitement, condemn terrorism, and permanently disarm and dismantle their terrorist infrastructure. 

 

           We are therefore inviting you to join us in cosponsoring H.Res. 575, a bipartisan resolution calling for Hamas to be allowed to participate in elections held by the PA only if they meet the previously mentioned criteria.  Israel's withdrawal from Gaza and the upcoming elections give the PA an opportunity to demonstrate its commitment to democracy and the rule of law.  Yet the PA has not yet taken sufficient steps to establish the rule of law in Gaza, and has allowed Hamas, and other terrorist organizations, to operate with little interference.

 

Specifically, H.Res. 575 calls for the protection of a future Palestinian democracy by:

 

· asserting that terrorist organizations, such as Hamas, should be prohibited from participating in Palestinian elections until they recognize Israel's right to exist and agree to cease incitement, condemn terrorism, permanently disarm and dismantle their terrorist infrastructure; 

· calling on President Abbas to openly declare his intention to dismantle terrorist organizations and recognize that progress in the peace process requires sustained effort by the Palestinians to dismantle terrorist infrastructure; and 

· advising the Palestinian governing structure that the inclusion of Hamas, or any other terrorist group, could seriously undermine the ability of the United States to conduct normal relations with the Palestinian Authority. 

 

H.Res. 575 reaffirms our commitment to democracy and to the safety and security of both Israelis and Palestinians.  Please contact Shimmy Stein with Rep. Cantor at 5-2815, Shimmy.Stein@mail.house.gov or Kira Ribar with Rep. Menendez at 5-7919, kira.ribar@mail.house.gov, if you wish to cosponsor this legislation.  

 

 

Sincerely,

 

 

/s                                                                                  /s

Eric Cantor                                                                  Robert Menendez

Member of Congress                                                   Member of Congress 

 

 

/s                                                                                  /s

Ileana Ros-Lehtinen                                                      Shelley Berkley

Member of Congress                                                    Member of Congress

 

/s                                                                                  /s

Michael T. McCaul                                                       Robert Wexler

Member of Congress                                                    Member of Congress

