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Statement from Congressman Eric Cantor Regarding the Death of Yassir Arafat

 

Washington DC-in response to the death of Yassir Arafat, Congressman Eric Cantor (R-VA) released the following statement:

 

"Yassir Arafat was the father of the modern terrorist state, his death in a Paris hospital ends an era of failed leadership and absolute corruption.  It is my hope that a new leader will emerge who will promote democracy, hold free and fair elections, recognize Israel as state and renounce terrorism.

 

"New Palestinian leadership must embrace change and transparency in government.  The old regime's theft and corruption acted only as a powerful incentive to encourage stagnation and the status-quo.  For more than 50 years, a majority of the Palestinian people have lived in hopeless poverty while Palestinian leaders have stolen billions of dollars of international aid.  

 

"Peace is now possible.  There are ways to help end the misery of the Palestinian people and establish a lasting peace, it is my hope that a new leader will chart a new course in the Middle East."
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