PAY OUR COUNTIES WHAT WE PROMISED!

SUPPORT A FULLY FUNDED PILT PROGRAM

Dear Colleague:

We are writing to ask you to join us in co-sponsoring H.R. 1005 the PILT and Refuge Revenue Sharing Permanent Funding Act.  

As you may be aware, the Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILT) program was conceived in 1976 to offset costs incurred by counties for critical local services provided to federal employees and families, and to the users of the public lands. These include education, environmental compliance, solid waste disposal, law enforcement, search and rescue, health care, fire fighting, parks and recreation, road and bridge maintenance and other important community services.

Despite widespread acknowledgement of the program’s just rationale and strong bi-partisan efforts on the part of members from affected districts, PILT payments persistently fall substantially short of the amount that would be generated were the same lands privately held and on county tax rolls.  Homeowners and small businesses in America’s rural counties are still being left to fend for themselves, subsidizing public services on federal land through local property taxes.

Principles of fiscal discipline, responsible spending and making good on our commitments dictate that the federal government should fulfill its existing obligations.  PILT is one such obligation.  It is not just another Interior Department spending program.  We believe that Congress should see to it that the federal government pays the payments in lieu of taxes it owes before making choices between “discretionary” spending programs.

H.R. 1005 accomplishes this goal simply and cleanly, once and for all.   We respectfully ask that you join us in co-sponsoring the bill.  Doing so demonstrates your commitment to those rural counties who depend on PILT for fire suppression, law enforcement, emergency medical treatment, schools, and other vital functions of gateway communities to the public lands.

Thank you for your attention to this request.  We look forward to working with you to solve this long-standing problem facing America’s federal land counties.  Please contact Paul Sampson in Congressman McInnis’ office (x 5-1429) or Cody Stewart in Congressman Cannon’s office (x 6-5793) if you would like to become a cosponsor.

Sincerely,

Congressman Scott McInnis



Congressman Chris Cannon

Member of Congress




Member of Congress
