How Much Land Does the Federal Government Own?  
No One Really Knows.

 

Help establish a comprehensive land inventory

Cosponsor the “FLAIR” Act

 

Dear Colleague:

 

If you are a publicly traded company, the SEC makes sure you know what you own. If you are a private corporation, or an individual, the IRS makes sure you know what you own.  And if you are a state or local government, the bond houses on Wall Street make sure you know what you own.

 

Can you guess the only public entity in America

that does not know what it owns?

 

You guessed it – Uncle Sam.

 

The federal government owns an estimated 670 million acres of land, almost one-third of all land in America.  The key word here is “estimated”.  The fact is, we really don’t know.  To make matters worse, not only do we not know what the federal government owns, we also don’t know what all the federal land is being used for, where its boundaries are located, or whether it is being put to its best use.

 

Although numerous provisions of law require the federal government to inventory its land, existing inventories are old, outdated, and inaccurate.  To help address this problem, I recently introduced the Federal Land Asset Inventory Reform Act of 2005 (FLAIR).  This legislation directs the Secretary of the Interior to develop a multipurpose inventory of federal real property to assist with federal land management, resource conservation and identification of surplus and unneeded federal lands.

 

If you believe the American public deserves to know how much land the government really owns, where it is, what condition it is in, and whether we need it, than join me in supporting the FLAIR Act.

 

If you want to co-sponsor this bill or need further information, please contact Cody Stewart of Congressman Cannon’s staff at 6-5793.

 

Sincerely,

 

 

/s

Chris Cannon

Member of Congress

