January 7, 2005

His Excellency

The Honorable Kofi Annan

Secretary-General

United Nations Organization

New York, NY 10017

Dear Mr. Secretary-General:

            I write to you today to offer my sincerest gratitude for your efforts to convene a Special Session of the United Nations General Assembly in order to mark the 60th Anniversary of the Auschwitz concentration camp's liberation.  

As I have been told, 82 Member States have already favorably responded to your appeal to hold this Special Session.  Unfortunately, under Assembly rules, a majority of the 191 United Nations members must agree to the request for a Special Session within 30 days of the request for such a Session; as you know, the deadline is January 13, 2005.  As this deadline rapidly approaches, I respectfully ask that you use the powers of your office to persuade the remaining Member States of the importance of holding this Special Session.  

As you know, over six million Jews were exterminated in Nazi camps, and millions of others including Poles, Soviet prisoners, Gypsies, members of the Resistance, and clergymen were among those killed, imprisoned or used as slave labor within the confines of these brutal camps.  It has been estimated that between 1.2 and 1.6 million of these victims perished at Auschwitz alone; and - as a result - no single word in modern language has deeper symbolic meaning than the word Auschwitz.  

Auschwitz symbolizes the dark side of human nature, and serves as a lasting reminder that our civilized world must remain forever vigilant in the defense of human rights and human dignity.  For Jewish people throughout the world, Auschwitz is a reminder of an unprecedented tragedy, the extreme expression of Hitler’s Nazi regime and its hatred of the Jewish people, and their determined attempt to annihilate the Jews through genocide.    

Again, I respectfully request that you do everything within your power to see a Special Session on Auschwitz come to fruition.  A United Nations Special Session will emphatically demonstrate the world’s awareness of the terrible wounds inflicted by the heinous crimes committed at the hands of the Nazis, and the need to keep the memory of these tragic events alive so as to protect the victims from suffering a second death -- that of being forgotten.

Sincerely,

Dan Burton

Member of Congress

