May 18, 2005

Condemn the World Health Organization – Support Taiwan: Cosponsor H.Con.Res.154

Dear Colleague:

Even though Taiwan was a founding member of the World Health Organization (WHO), every May, for the past nine years, when the World Health Assembly meets to consider the acceptance of new members to the WHO, it systematically denies Taiwan access to the global health organization.  Even with this year’s support from the United States and numerous other countries, Taiwan – among the leaders in Asia in important health indicators, such as life expectancy and infant mortality – was once again rejected.   

Regardless of the fact that the World Health Assembly has routinely allowed observers to participate in the activities of the WHO, including the Sovereign Military Order of Malta, the Holy See, and even the Palestine Liberation Organization; regardless of the fact that Taiwan has repeatedly expressed a willingness to assist financially and technically in international aid and health activities supported by the WHO; and, regardless of the fact that direct and unobstructed participation in international health cooperation forums and programs is beneficial for all parts of the world, our European Union colleagues continue to shortsightedly side with China and exclude Taiwan.

Unfortunately, this political and diplomatic parlor dance has had a fatal cost in terms of Taiwanese lives lost during outbreaks of life threatening diseases, including Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) and the enterovirus epidemic in 1998.  As the pace of globalization quickens, the spread of infectious disease will only accelerate.      The SARS and avian influenza outbreaks should remind all of us that disease knows no boundaries and reinforce the importance of allowing all people in our international community access to the WHO.  

Taiwan will benefit greatly from membership in the WHO through engagement with the international community in the common pursuit of raising the quality of global health and providing for the welfare of the world’s citizens.  Moreover, the broader Asia Pacific region will benefit through interoperability, pooled resources, and the sharing of technical expertise.  

The people of Taiwan deserve the same access to high quality public health resources as every other WHO member state.  I stand in strong support of their continued desire and commitment to be included in the WHO, and I urge you to support this important resolution.  If you need additional information or would like to become a cosponsor, please contact Jonathan Dilley in my office at 5-2276 or Jonathan.Dilley@mail.house.gov.

Sincerely,







      Dan Burton

                 




      Member of Congress 

